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We make things happen!
A Message from your Jackson Township Officials

For additional information visit our website at www.jacksontwp.com

THE INVISIBLE CRISIS:
There has been much 
written and said 
about the movement 
to abolish property 
taxes in Ohio. What 
remains dangerously 
underappreciated is the 
outsized, potentially 
fatal impact this would 
have on Ohio’s 1,308 
townships.  Below is an 
introductory explanation 
of impacts to Townships 
in a question an answer 
format.  We recognize the 
complexity of this issue 

and yet want to pass accurate and concise information 
to you as a starting point.  As we proceed through the 
calendar year, please watch the Township’s website 
and social media for more information.

What do property taxes pay for?
At the township level, these funds are the lifeblood 
of daily existence. They pay for fire protection and 
EMS, police departments, road maintenance and 
snow removal, and local parks. Without them, these 
services do not just shrink—they vanish.  

What is the impact?
Townships, in their present form, would likely cease to 
exist. Jackson Township would no longer be as we now 
know it. All the great amenities and services that make 
Jackson Township such a great place to live, work and 
play would be significantly impacted or discontinued. 
Unlike cities, which have more diversified revenue 
streams, townships are a “grassroots” form of 
government with almost no safety net.  

Why would this happen?
The math is stark. Ohio townships receive 
approximately 90% or more of their operating 
revenue from local property taxes. Under current state 
law, townships are not permitted to collect income 
taxes or sales taxes to bridge this gap. Without a 
massive overhaul of the Ohio Revised Code to grant 

Why 

Abolishing 

Property 

Taxes 

Could End 

Ohio 

Townships...

them new taxing authority, they would be left with no 
path forward.  

The Road to the 2026 Ballot
The movement to enact this change is currently 
active. To abolish property taxes via a Constitutional 
amendment, the following steps must be completed:
1. 	Secure Signatures: Proponents must gather at least 

413,488 valid signatures by July 1, 2026, to place 
the initiative on the November 3, 2026, ballot.

2. 	Public Vote: A simple majority of Ohioans must 
vote “Yes” to pass the amendment.  

A Question of Representation
Township populations are not insignificant; they 
represent roughly 35% (over 1/3) of Ohio’s 
population. However, because this is a Constitutional 
change, the entire state votes. This means the 2/3 of 
the population living in municipal areas (cities and 
villages) - who already have the power to levy income 
taxes - will effectively decide the fate of township 
residents who have no such alternative.  
If passed, the amendment would take effect on 
January 1, 2027, leaving a dangerously short window 
for a solution.

The future is uncertain. Without a state-funded 
“bailout” or new taxing rights, townships may 

be forced to:

• 	Incorporate: Attempt to become a city or village to 
gain income tax authority, though this often requires 
high population density and brings significantly 
higher administrative costs.

• 	Merge or Absorb: Be absorbed into neighboring 
cities, losing their unique rural or suburban identity 
and local control.

• 	Dissolve: Simply cease providing services, leaving 
residents to rely on overextended county or private 
providers for basic safety.

What are a 
Township’s options?
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HAPPY SPRING!   
As we welcome a new season, Jackson Township Parks & 
Recreation is pleased to share important updates, safety 
reminders, upcoming events, and program information. We 
look forward to another active and exciting year in our parks.

SPRING SAFETY REMINDERS
Spring sports are underway, and our parks are experiencing 
increased traffic.
• 	  Please drive cautiously in and around park areas and remain 

alert for pedestrians.
• 	  Walkers and runners are encouraged to use designated tracks 

and trails rather than roadways.
• 	If exercising during early morning or evening hours, wear high-visibility clothing.

PARK UPDATES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kirk Schuring Park Opening
Kirk Schuring Park will open this spring. Athletic fields will be available to book on 
RecDesk for games only. Permanent buildings are not yet available on-site; portable 
restrooms will be placed throughout the park.

Parks and Recreation DivisionParks and Recreation Division

Michael Danner
Parks Superintendent
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Fishing Day:
On Saturday, May 2, Jackson Township Parks & Recreation will host its annual 
Fishing Day from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the pond in North Park. Check-in 
begins at 7:30 a.m.
• 	 Open to children ages 15 and under
• 	 Participants must bring their own fishing pole and bait
• 	 The pond will be specially stocked
• 	 Prizes will be awarded
• 	 Children must be accompanied by an adult
The pond will reopen to the public at 10:00 a.m. This is a free event, but 
registration is required. Forms must be received by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 1.

Jackson Township Car Show:
The Jackson Township Car Show will be held in the Nash Family Jackson 
Amphitheater parking lot on Friday, July 31st.
Event highlights include:
• 	 Multiple judged categories with 1st Place plaques
• 	 Digital photo for each registered participant
• 	 Food trucks and beverages available for purchase
• 	 Live DJ entertainment and award presentations
Registration details will be available at www.jacksontwp.com and on the 
Township’s Facebook page.

Youth Sports Clinics:
Hosted by Jump Start Sports
• 	 Basketball Camp (Ages 4–9) - Dates and times to be announced
• 	 Hummingbird Soccer Camp (Ages 3–6) - Dates and times to be announced
• 	 T-Ball Camp (Ages 3–6) - Dates and times to be announced
Additional details will be posted on the Township website.

PARKS & RECREATION PROGRAMMING
In addition to maintaining facilities for sports organizations and residents, Jackson Township Parks & Recreation hosts a variety of annual community events and 
programs. We are pleased to partner with Jump Start Sports for 2026 youth sports camps hosted in our parks this summer.

North Park: Open daily from 6:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. through November. Park lights 
turn off one hour after closing.

All Other Township Parks, including: 
South Park, Joseph E. Fisher Park, 
Edward and Mary Zink Park, Crystal Springs 
Bridge Park, Stuhldreher Street Fields
Strausser Elementary Park

These parks are open one-half hour before 
sunrise until one-half hour after sunset.

Pets are permitted in all township parks 
EXCEPT North Park.

Dogs must be leashed, and owners are 
required to clean up after their pets.

PARK HOURS

SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Jackson Township Parks is currently hiring 2026 Seasonal 
Workers. For more information, please contact the Parks 
Division at 330-832-2641.
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2026 PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
• 	 Replacement of neighborhood access steps at North Park
• 	 Township-wide athletic field renovations (initial renovations complet-

ed Fall 2025; final preparation scheduled for Spring 2026)
• 	 Completion of grant-funded improvements (deadline: June 2026)
• 	 Construction of the Schuring Park Maintenance Building

JACKSON TOWNSHIP PARK SYSTEM
Jackson Township maintains eight parks totaling approximately 300 
acres, offering a wide range of recreational amenities:

• 	North Park (70 acres): 
	 Pavilion, restrooms, accessible playground, 1.1-mile paved walking 

track, athletic fields, tennis courts, basketball courts, pickleball courts, 
sand volleyball courts, and a stocked fishing pond with boardwalk and 
gazebo. 

	 Note: Pets are prohibited at North Park.

• 	South Park (95 acres): 
	 Two miles of hiking trails, picnic pavilions, playground, sand 

volleyball court, horseshoe pit, multiple athletic fields, concession 
stand, and the township’s park maintenance facility.

• 	Joseph E. Fisher Park (27 acres): 
	 Soccer fields, ball fields, playground, pavilion, and restrooms.

• 	Crystal Springs Bridge Park: 
	 Historic bridge site with access to the scenic Ohio & Erie Canal 

Towpath.

• 	Edward and Mary Zink Park: 
	 Neighborhood green space dedicated to community beautification.

• 	Stuhldreher Street Fields (11 acres): 
	 Two full-size soccer fields with adjacent parking.

PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION continued

SYNTHETIC ICE SKATING RINK
This past season, Jackson Township offered an 80’ x 100’ synthetic 
ice-skating rink at North Park. The rink was open free of charge during 
regular park hours, with complimentary skate rentals available Thursday 
through Sunday from November through January. We appreciate everyone 
who joined us for this unique winter experience.

PARKS & RECREATION 
PROGRAMMING

• 	 Haunted Hayride: Saturday, October 17
• 	 Holiday in the Park: December 12 
	 at North Park
• 	 Santa’s Mailbox: December 1–15
• 	 Youth Rugby
• 	 Pickleball Tournaments

UpComing
PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Watch for additional information regarding:

And more!

FACILITY RESERVATIONS
Beginning in 2026, all sports and events require a permit.

To reserve a pavilion, athletic field, tennis court, 
or pickleball court, visit www.jacksontwp.com 
and select *Field, Court & Event Reservations 
under the Parks and Recreation Division.

Jackson Township implemented the RecDesk 
scheduling system in February 2025. RecDesk 
includes a public calendar displaying all park activities, 
including events at township-maintained school fields.

Permits for pavilions and/or fields must be secured at least one week 
prior to your event.

PROGRAM & REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Program registration forms and flyers are available at the Jackson Town-
ship Administration Building and online at: www.jacksontwp.com

Completed registration forms may be placed in the Evening Drop-Off Box 
located next to the main entrance of the Administration Building.

New for

2026

Est. 1978

48
Years of 
Service

Over

QUALITY •  SERVICE •  COMMUNICATION •  INTEGRITY

PRINT SHOP?
LOOKING FOR A 

YOUR SOURCE FOR PRINTING 
PRODUCTS, PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS & MAILING SERVICES

6536 Promler Ave. NW 
North Canton, OH 44720

 P   330.497.3212    
F   330.497.6306

print@printshopinc.com
Pick-up & Delivery

• 	Strausser Elementary Park: 
	 Three small soccer fields and two multipurpose fields through 

partnership with Jackson Local Schools.

• 	Kirk Schuring Park (40 acres): 
	 Future sports complex designed for active recreation with planned 

connectivity to Stark Parks and nearby retail areas.
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PARKS & RECREATION DIVISION continued

Jackson Township Parks & Recreation remains committed to providing safe, accessible, and 
engaging recreational opportunities for residents of all ages. We look forward to seeing you in the parks this season!



 5   Jackson Township



CHIEF’S MESSAGE
As we move into spring, I’m proud of the continued progress and professionalism demonstrated by the 
members of the Jackson Township Fire Department. From daily emergency responses to community 
events and training initiatives, our department remains focused on providing reliable, high-quality fire 
and EMS services to our residents.

In 2025, the Jackson Township Fire Department responded to 7,547 calls for service, including both 
fire and emergency medical incidents within our township. The men and women who make up our 
organization remain deeply committed to protecting lives and property, and we are proud to serve as an 
essential part of the Jackson Township community.

Spring is also a time when many residents begin spending more time outdoors and preparing their homes and yards for warmer 
weather. With that seasonal shift comes increased use of grills, fire pits, and other outdoor activities that deserve added attention 
from a safety standpoint. In this issue, we’re sharing a spring fire safety reminder to help residents better understand responsible 
outdoor fire use and the importance of following applicable state regulations.

Please never hesitate to reach out to the Jackson Township Fire Department if we can assist you or help point you in the right 
direction when it comes to fire protection or safety concerns.FI
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Tim Berczik, Fire Chief

FIRE / EMS EXCELLENCE:
Firefighter Nick Batdorff: 
2025 FF of the year
Congratulations to Firefighter Nick 
Batdorff, named the 2025 Firefighter 
of the Year. A dependable member 
of Station 1, Nick is known for his 
initiative, strong knowledge of the 
township, and calm, professional 
presence on scene. Nominated by 
his own shift, this honor reflects the 
respect he’s earned and the impact 
he makes every day.

Fire Chief (retired) Tracy Hogue: 
Legacy Award
We’re proud to honor retired Fire 
Chief Tracy Hogue with the Stark 
County Firefighters Association 
Legacy Award. His leadership, 
integrity, and dedication helped 
shape the Jackson Township Fire 
Department and continues to 
influence future generations. Thank 
you, Chief, for your lasting example 
and service.

Dave DeMeo Award, 
Inspector Aaron Stoller
Congratulations to Fire Inspector 
Aaron Stoller, recipient of the Dave 
DeMeo Fire Prevention Award. 
Serving Jackson Township since 
2003, Aaron is known for his strong 
partnerships with local businesses 
and his passion for teaching fire 
safety through the Safety Village 
program. We’re proud of his 
continued dedication to keeping our 
community safe.

EMS Excellence from Cleveland Clinic 
Canton Mercy Hospital
Quick-thinking bystanders saved a 
man’s life at a Jackson Township 
skate center! CPR was applied 
immediately, keeping him alive until 
Jackson EMS crews arrived. The 
survivor is back to work and doing 
well. Although he couldn’t attend 
the recognition, his son joined us to 

celebrate the heroes 
who acted without 
hesitation. This is a 
powerful reminder: 
courage and training 
in the community can 
make all the differ-
ence. Thank you to 
everyone who stepped 
up that day!
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JACKSON TOWNSHIP FIREFIGHTER TRAINING:
Vertical Ventilation
Jackson Township firefighters 
completed hands-on vertical 
ventilation training using the “7-9-
8” or “coffin cut” technique. This 
training helps crews safely remove 
heat and smoke during structure 
fires, improving conditions for 
firefighters and increasing occupant 
survivability.

Standpipe Training
Jackson Township firefighters trained 
on standpipe operations, sharpening 
the skills needed to fight fires in 
multi-story buildings. This training 
ensures crews can quickly access 
water on upper floors and remain 
ready to protect lives and property at 
any height.

SEASONAL SAFETY MESSAGE
Recreational Fires: 
Spring is a time when many residents begin cleaning up their yards, enjoying 
outdoor spaces, and firing up grills and fire pits. While these activities are 
part of spring gatherings, they can also increase the risk of accidental fires if 
proper precautions aren’t taken.

To help reduce that risk, residents are reminded to:
1. 	Always supervise recreational fires
2. 	Keep recreational fires a safe distance from buildings and combustible 

materials
3. 	Avoid burning during windy conditions

Recreational fires for barbeques, campfires, and cookouts should only be 
fueled by clean, seasoned firewood (or equivalent), with a wood stack no 
larger than 2 feet high by 3 feet wide.

Open burning in Ohio is regulated by the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Air Pollution Control Division. Residents are encouraged to follow all 
applicable state regulations before conducting any outdoor burning.

For questions regarding open burning regulations, contact the Ohio 
EPA’s Local Air Agency at (330) 489-3231, Option 7.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION:
Police vs Fire: Bench-off Challenge
The Police and Fire Departments 
recently participated in a friendly 
Bench-Off Challenge at Anytime 
Fitness, where participants bench-
pressed 135 pounds for as many 
reps as possible. One police 
officer recorded the top individual 

performance with 80 reps, while the Fire Department earned this year’s 
traveling trophy. Most importantly, the event helped raise support for 
Jackson Bear Hugs, benefiting our local community. Thank you to all who 
participated, donated, and helped make the event a success.

Community Non-Perishable 
Food Drive
The community’s support 
during the Jackson Township 
Community Food Drive was 
incredible. In just two hours, 
residents donated 197 bags 
of food and nearly $300, 

helping provide meals for approximately 240 people for a week. These 
donations support the Jackson Township Food Pantry and the Jackson Local 
Schools Backpack Food Program, ensuring no children are turned away as 
demand continues to grow. Jackson Township, thank you for taking care of 
your own.

HIRES / RETIRES / PROMOTIONS / IN MEMORIAM
RETIREMENTS: 

Deputy Chief Mike Crable
After more than three decades of dedicated 
service, Deputy Chief Mike Crable has retired. 
Appointed to the Jackson Township Fire 
Department on February 7, 1994, Deputy Chief 
Crable was originally hired to open Station 3 
as a full-time operation. Throughout his career, 
he steadily advanced through the ranks, being 
promoted to Captain in 2011, Battalion Chief in 
2014, and Deputy Chief in 2016. His leadership, 
experience, and commitment have left a lasting impact on the department 
and the community. We 
thank Deputy Chief Crable 
for his years of service and 
wish him the very best in 
retirement.

Promotions: 
Congratulations Adam 
Gladysz on his promotion to 
Deputy Chief! We look forward to his continued impact as he helps guide 
the Jackson Township Fire Department forward.

Captain Ed Sensel
The Jackson Township Fire 
Department mourns the passing of 
retired Captain Edward “Ed” Sensel, 
who honorably served the department 
for 35 years and retired in April 2011. 
His dedication and leadership will not 
be forgotten. We extend our deepest 
condolences to his family and all who 
served alongside him.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

FIRE DEPARTMENT continued
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1. Worms
Date

2. Number of Your House
Date

3. Mud Puddle
Date

4. Bird Nest
Date

5. Outside Meeting Place
Date

6. Fire Hydrant
Date

7. 
Date

8.
Date

My Spy
Spring List:

Sparky Spies Spring!
I love spring. The world around us wakes up 
from winter and starts to change and grow. Be a 
detective and see how many of these things you 
can find outside...and find some of your own!

THIS MONTH’S
  COOL-TO-DO...
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Jackson Township Police DepartmentJackson Township Police Department

Police Chief Mark Brink
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HONORING 31 YEARS 
OF SERVICE: SGT. 
STEVE JOHNSON 
RETIRES
On December 12, 2025, the 
Jackson Township Police 
Department proudly marked 
the retirement of Sergeant 
Steve Johnson, closing the 
chapter on a remarkable 
31-year career of dedicated 
public service.

Throughout his tenure, Sergeant Johnson served the 
department and the community in several key roles. Most 
recently, he was the afternoon shift supervisor, a position 
in which his steady leadership, calm demeanor, and sense 
of humor were greatly appreciated by officers and fellow 
supervisors alike. Earlier in his career, Sergeant Johnson 
served with distinction in the Detective Bureau, where he 
investigated some of the most serious and complex crimes 
in the township. His attention to detail and commitment to 
justice helped bring resolution to difficult cases and peace 
of mind to residents.

Beyond patrol and investigations, Sergeant 
Johnson played an important role as a liaison to 
businesses throughout Jackson Township. By 
coordinating resources and sharing information 
related to serial shoplifters and other crime 
trends, he strengthened partnerships between 
the Police Department and the local business 
community—partnerships that continue to benefit 
everyone today.

Ask anyone who worked with Sergeant Johnson, 
and one trait comes up repeatedly: his positive attitude. Whether mentoring 
a new officer, assisting a fellow supervisor, or simply stepping in wherever 
help was needed, he was always willing to lend a hand and do so with 
professionalism and good spirits.

As he begins this well-earned retirement, Sergeant Johnson is looking 
forward to spending more time fishing, as well as traveling and hiking with 
his wife—activities that were often postponed during a long and busy law 
enforcement career.

The Jackson Township Police Department thanks Sergeant Steve Johnson 
for his 31 years of dedicated service and wishes him many happy, healthy, 
and adventure-filled years ahead. His contributions to the department and 
the community will not be forgotten.

LUCAS SHANKLIN PROMOTED 
to Patrol Sergeant

The department is proud to announce the 
promotion of Lucas Shanklin to the position of 
Patrol Sergeant, effective December 13, 2025.

Sergeant Shanklin was hired as a part-time police 
officer in January of 2015, where he worked until 
he was appointed to a full-time position in August 
2016.  He has consistently demonstrated profes-
sionalism, dedication, and leadership throughout 
his career. He began his service with approxi-
mately three years as a patrol officer, where he 
built a strong foundation in proactive policing and community engagement.

Following his time in patrol, Sergeant Shanklin spent six years as a detective 
assigned to the Stark County Metropolitan Narcotics Unit. In this role, he 
played a key part in complex investigations involving narcotics, prostitution, 
illegal gambling, homicides, and other criminal activity. He worked closely 
with partner agencies to disrupt drug trafficking operations and enhance 
public safety across the region. His investigative expertise, collaborative 
approach, and commitment to excellence have made a lasting impact.

About a year prior to his promotion, Sergeant Shanklin returned to patrol, 
bringing with him a wealth of experience and knowledge that strengthened 
operations on the road.

Please join us in congratulating Sergeant Shanklin on this well-earned 
promotion. The department looks forward to his continued 

leadership and service in this new role.

Sgt. Steve Johnson



Jackson Township   10

PU
BL

IC
 W

OR
KS

 D
EP

T.

Rich Rohn
Public Works Director

Jackson Township Public Works DepartmentJackson Township Public Works Department
WINTER SEASON 
WRAP-UP & 
APPRECIATION
It looks like we are finally 
through another winter! 
Hopefully the snow and ice 
are behind us, and we can now 
look ahead to warm weather 
and sunshine.

We would like to sincerely 
thank our Highway Division 
for the outstanding job they 

did plowing and opening roads throughout the Township. 
Our crews worked tirelessly to keep roadways safe and 
accessible for residents and emergency vehicles. While we 
understand that expectations may differ, our responsibility 
is to ensure safe, passable roads for the entire community.

A few important reminders for residents:
• 	Driveway snow: When plows pass the end of driveways, 

snow will be pushed back onto shoveled areas. This is 
unavoidable, as the snow must go somewhere. Lifting 
the plow at every driveway is not feasible and would 
significantly delay route completion.

• 	Mailbox access: Maintaining access to mailboxes is the 
responsibility of the resident. If snow drifts block mail delivery, residents 
will need to clear access to their mailbox.

• 	Mailbox damage: If a plow directly strikes and damages a mailbox, the 
Township will replace it. If snow pressure pushes over a mailbox post 
or knocks a mailbox loose, it is generally assumed the structure was 
previously damaged or in need of repair.

• 	Road conditions: Roads are plowed and salted multiple times during snow 
events. When packed snow remains, it is often due to temperatures being 
too cold for salt to be effective. Crews will continue cleanup as conditions 
improve.

• 	On-street parking: Please avoid parking vehicles or trailers on roadways 
when snow is forecasted. Clear roads allow plow drivers to work safely 
and efficiently. During parking bans, vehicles left on the roadway may be 
ticketed or towed.

Our skilled drivers take their responsibilities seriously and do not 
intentionally cause damage to private property. If an incident occurs, please 
contact the Township so the Highway Division can investigate and work 
toward a resolution.

All Public Works employees take great pride in serving the residents of 
Jackson Township and the entire community.

Help us help you - together, we can make things happen.

OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, THE TOWNSHIP HAS 
EXPERIENCED SEVERAL RECURRING ISSUES AT THE YARD WASTE 
SITE INVOLVING THE DISPOSAL OF UNAUTHORIZED MATERIALS. 

These situations require staff to remove non-permitted items, review camera 
footage to identify the responsible party, and, in many cases, revoke the 
individual’s access card.

To address these concerns, additional cameras will be installed this season 
to better monitor both the materials being deposited and those accessing 
the site. Improper disposal results in added costs to the Township, including 
increased removal service charges and impacts to departmental budgets.

We ask every resident who utilizes this service to familiarize yourself 
with the following rules:
• 	No commercial lawn and/or commercial tree service may use the site
• 	No tree or plant branches larger than two (2”) inches in diameter, and 

longer than four (4’) feet. 
• 	No cut trees
• 	No logs
• 	No stumps
• 	No construction materials, no treated wood
• 	No dirt, no stones

YARD WASTE SITE

All items related to the site can be reviewed on our website as well. 
(www.jacksontwp.com/yard-debris-waste-drop-off-site/)
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2026 RESURFACING PROJECT
The 2025 paving season presented several challenges due to fluctuating weather conditions, which resulted in delays to a portion of the resurfacing program. 
After meeting with the awarded contractor, the Township determined it was in the best interest of the project to postpone the remaining work until spring 
2026 to ensure quality and long-term performance.

Looking ahead, the 2026 Road Resurfacing Program will move forward as planned. The Board of Trustees has approved $2.5 million in the 2026 budget to 
continue addressing roadway needs throughout the Township, with a focus on areas requiring the most attention.

Once approved, a complete list of proposed 2026 project locations will be available on the Jackson Township website.

Recycling bins are located at:
Sauder Elementary/Jackson 
Middle School 	
7355 Mudbrook Street NW

South Park 			 
4811 South Park Drive

Strausser Elementary		
8646 Strausser Street NW

Real Hope Church 		
7641 Wales Ave NW

2026 PROJECTS
✓ Highway

• 	2026 Curbing - $300,000.00
• 	2026 Resurfacing - $2,500,000.00
• 	2026 Road Striping - $150,000.00
• 	Mt. Pleasant / Arlington Round-about (Joint project w/ City of Green)
• 	Fulton Streetscape Lighting Addition 
	 (Pickleball Courts to Community Parkway)

✓ ODOT / Stark County Engineers
• 	Wales Ave (SR241)/ Shuffel St Round-about 
	 (Stark County Engineers 	& ODOT Joint project)
• 	Continuation of Everhard / Dressler Intersection (Stark County 
	 Engineers)

✓ Parks
• 	Opening of Schuring Park
• 	Completion of Ball Field Renovation project (100% ODNR Grant 
	 Funded)

✓ Central Maintenance
• 	Security Camera addition to Yard Waste Facility 
• 	Fire Alarm system upgrade in Public Works Facility and Safety Center

PERMITS 
As a reminder, 
please ensure that 
all required permits 
are obtained prior 
to performing any 
work within the 
Township road 
right-of-way. This 
includes, but is 
not limited to, 
new driveway 
installations, 
driveway culvert 
replacements, or 
any other modifications within the road right-of-way.

The applicable rules and regulations, along with permit applications, can 
be found on the Highway Division page of the Jackson Township website 
at www.jacksontwp.com

REPORTING A ROAD OR 
PARK CONCERN 
Reporting a road or park concern has 
never been easier. Simply visit the Jackson 
Township website and select the “Submit 
a Park or Road Concern” tab located in 
the purple ribbon along the left side of the 
screen.

Click the tab and follow the prompts to 
submit your concern. Submissions are 
reviewed daily by our administrative staff 
and allow you to include photos of the 
issue, if available.

JACKSON TOWNSHIP IS 
PROUD TO PARTNER WITH 
STARK-TUSCARAWAS-WAYNE 
RECYCLING DISTRICT 
To support recycling efforts and help keep our township green! In 
September 2020, four self-service recycling drop-off locations were 
established in Jackson Township after the closing of our recycling 
station. Since then, Stark-Tuscarawas-Wayne Recycling District has 
been responsible for the maintenance and removal of recycling materials 
from these bins. The Jackson Township Board of Trustees appreciates 
the partnership with the Stark-Tuscarawas-Wayne Recycling District and 
Jackson Local School District. The Board of Trustees will continue to look 
for opportunities to enhance the recycling program for the residents of 
Jackson Township.

Yellow self-service household waste recycling bins are located throughout 
Jackson Township for your recycling needs. These bins are clearly marked 
and available from dawn to dusk every day. 

These items are accepted:
Cardboard  • Glass  • Metal  • Paper  • Plastic

New HireNew Hire
Bill Garman

(Highway Division 
Maintenance 
Specialist)

Our Township
Services Menu

2025 Community Celebration

Alert & Advisory Sign Up

Board of Trustees - Meeting Minutes

Contact Us

Electric Aggregation

Farmers Market

The Nash Family-Jackson Amphitheater

Newsletter Advertising Contract

Recycling Bins

Street Pole Banner Program

Submit a Park or Road Concern

Township Directory

Township News

Yard Waste Site Information



FUNDING OPPORTUNITY FOR JACKSON 
TOWNSHIP BUSINESSES
Jackson Township Community Improvement 
Corporation is proud to offer the Business 
Development/Improvement Program (BDIP). 
This program is designed to support local businesses that are investing, expanding, or improving their 
facilities—while strengthening the overall economic vitality of our community.  

This program provides grant funding to eligible businesses located in, or relocating to, Jackson 
Township for projects such as building improvements, facility expansions, and other capital investments 
that create jobs and support long-term growth. Grant awards may cover up to 50% of total project costs, 
helping businesses move forward with meaningful investments that might not otherwise be possible. 

The program is open to for-profit businesses that have been operating for at least one year and are located within eligible zoning 
districts. Projects are reviewed on a rolling basis each year, as long as funding is available, and are evaluated based on factors such 
as job creation, project readiness, community impact, and aesthetic improvements. 

If you are a Jackson Township business owner considering an expansion, renovation, or relocation project, this program may be 
a great fit. Business owners are strongly encouraged to reach out early to discuss project ideas, eligibility, and the application 
process.

To learn more or to begin the application process, contact:
Courtney Barson
Economic Development Director
330-832-7416  or  cbarson@jacksontwp.com
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Courtney Barson, 
Economic Development 

Director

We look forward to partnering with our business 
community to continue building a strong, 

vibrant Jackson Township.



BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS AND ZONING 
COMMISSION MEMBERS
Board members for the Board of Appeals and Zoning 
Commission are appointed by the Jackson Township 

Board of Trustees.  Each board consists of five regular members who 
are appointed to a five-year staggered term and may consist of up to two 
alternates who are appointed for a one-year term.  Board members whose 
terms are expiring can apply for reappointment.

Edward McDonnell served as a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals 
from January 1, 1994 until December 31, 2025.  Edward served as 
Chairman for many years and was a great asset to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals regarding decisions for those requesting variances and conditional 
use permits.  We wish Edward well in his future adventures and thank him 
for thirty-one years of service to Jackson Township.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEMBERS FOR 2026
Patrick Snyder-Reg. Member
Jared Singer-Reg. Member
Debbie Busby-Reg Member
Randy Alexander-Reg. Member

ZONING COMMISSION MEMBERS FOR 2026
Rich Cosgrove-Reg. Member
Justin Gantz-Reg. Member
David Calveski-Reg. Member
Dustin Wiggins-Reg. Member
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Joni Poindexter
Zoning Inspector

Jackson Township Zoning & Planning DepartmentJackson Township Zoning & Planning Department
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PERMITS AND PROJECTS
It has been a long and challenging winter for our community, and as we look ahead, we’re hopeful that spring 
is just around the corner. With warmer weather approaching, many township residents may be planning proper-
ty improvements such as additions or alterations.

Before starting any project, please be sure to contact the zoning department. Most construction projects require 
a zoning permit and/or a building permit from the Stark County Building Department. Failing to secure the 
proper permits and comply with applicable regulations can result in penalty fees in addition to permit costs. 
In most cases, if zoning requirements are not met and a variance is not approved, the structure may have to be 
removed due to noncompliance.

As a reminder all permits are submitted and processed electronically through the citizens portal, which can 
be accessed on the zoning department page of our website at www.jacksontwp.com. You may also access the 
portal directly at https://jacksontwp.portal.iworq.net/portalhome/jacksontwp.

The Jackson Township Zoning Investigator removed 908 
illegal temporary signs from the road right of way within 
Jackson Township in 2025.

Ninety-Five (95) complaints were received and 
investigated regarding property issues in 2025.

INSPECTIONS

PERMITS STATS FOR 2025

Commercial alteration and additions 64

New Commercial Construction

Commercial Parking Lot Permits

Residential alteration and additions
New Single-Family Dwelling

6

3
223
90

The zoning department processed a total of 914 applications 
which included the following new construction and 

alteration and additions:

New 2-unit Dwelling

New 3-unit Dwelling 1

6

Alex McArthur-Reg. Member
Steven Gosney-Alternate
Nick Young-Alternate

Erin Domenico-Reg. Member
Joshua Taylor-Alternate
Cody Lindeman-Alternate
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JACKSON TOWNSHIP 
MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of Jackson Township local government to 
provide for and promote the general health, safety, 

and welfare of Township residents and businesses by:

• 	delivering service in a 
	 professional, impartial, and 
	 cost-effective manner;

• 	planning for the long-range 
	 development and 

improvement of the 
township; and

• 	being responsive to the 
	 individual needs of the 

township residents 
and businesses with 
an awareness of the 
community’s collective 
needs.

Please contact Shelby Curlutu at 330-832-7416 for more information 
or visit our website at: www.jacksontwp.com to 

download an application.

JACKSON 
TOWNSHIP 
NEWSLETTER 
ADVERTISING 
POLICY

If you are looking for a great way to market your business, 
you should consider advertising in the Jackson Township 
Newsletter. The Township newsletter is published three 
to four times a year with a circulation of approximately 

23,000 Jackson Township homes and businesses.

Business Card size:	 $  150.00
One fourth (1/4) page:	 $  250.00
One half (1/2) page:	 $  500.00
Full page:		  $1,000.00

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES

*Price is per issue.
The Jackson Township Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 

advertisement for publication. Only retail ads will be accepted.
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AMERICA 250 ACTIVITIES 
The America 250 celebration is officially underway, offering residents a 
chance to reflect on the state’s history and explore the people and places 
that make their communities unique. Throughout the year, Ohio is high-
lighting themed months and encouraging residents to discover events across 
the state at america250-ohio.org.

PASTPORT: EXPLORE STARK COUNTY HISTORY 
The Stark County Local History Group invites residents to visit historic 
sites through its PASTPORT program.

• 	 Pastports are available at the Jackson Center one-room schoolhouse.
• 	 Participants who collect stamps from ten locations will receive a free 

America 250 hat.
• 	 Some sites may charge admission.

https://starkcountyhistoricalpastport.org
Visit the Stark County Local History Group on Facebook

JACKSON TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY (JTHS) 
AMERICA 250 PROJECTS
Message to the Future: Time Capsule:  JTHS is creating a community time 
capsule to be sealed in December 2026 and opened in 50 years. Residents, 
students, and local businesses are encouraged to contribute items that reflect 
life in Jackson Township today—photos, letters, menus, small artifacts, 
and more. Items may be dropped off at any JTHS event or during regular 
business hours.

“In Their Words” Story Collection:  Residents are invited to share personal 
stories about life in Jackson Township—whether they’ve lived there for 
decades or just arrived. Memories of school, sports, farming, church life, 
or local businesses all help preserve the community’s heritage. Photos can 
be copied on-site, and stories may be shared during business hours or by 
appointment.

Brown Bag History Series:  Held the first Thursday of each month, 11:00 
a.m.–12:00 p.m. Participants bring their lunch and enjoy informal history 
programs tied to Ohio’s themed months, with time for discussion and 
sharing personal memories.

Jackson Center One-Room Schoolhouse- Open House:  Open to the public 
on the first Saturday of each month, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Visitors can 
step back into the mid1800s and experience early education in one of the 
township’s oldest surviving buildings.

Together, these programs offer Stark County residents’ meaningful ways 
to celebrate America 250 while preserving the stories that define Jackson 
Township’s past, present, and future.

Events

7756 Fulton Dr, Massillon, Ohio 44646      
Phone: 234-322-2044 
Email: Jackson.historical@gmail.com  •  Web: https://jacksontwphistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/jacksontwphistory

BUSINESS HOURS (Please come to the back door and ring the doorbell)
Monday 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

(changes will be posted on Facebook)

History of the Canal by Cindy Guest & member meeting to follow
April 21	 6:00 p.m.

Open House
May 2 	 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
June 6 	 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
July 11 	 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Brown Bag History Series- Canal Fulton Summer Theater 
by Lee Lavery
May 7	 11:00 a.m.

Brown Bag History Series-Outdoor Natural Resources
June 4	 11:00 a.m.

TBA & Member Meeting to follow
June 16 	 6:00 p.m.

Brown Bag History Series-Growing up in Jackson
July 2	 11:00 a.m.

Admission $5 donation, children and members free



Jackson Township’s current twelve (12) month electric supply agreement with 
Dynegy is set to expire for both Ohio Edison and AEP customers with the August 
2026 meter reads. As this date approaches, the Township - working closely with 
our consultant, has been actively preparing for a seamless continuation of the 
electric aggregation program.

To ensure the best possible outcome for residents and small businesses, the 
Township’s consultant invited all eligible electric suppliers to submit proposals 
for the next program term. A variety of bids were received, offering different 
pricing structures and contract lengths. While electricity prices have experienced 
a modest increase since the start of the current agreement, the Township remains 
committed to securing a program that provides both price stability and budget 
predictability through a competitive fixed rate.

After a thorough review of current market conditions and supplier proposals, the 
Township and its consultant have agreed on a strategic approach moving forward. 
At this time, the recommendation is to continue monitoring the market for an 
opportunity to secure a rate below $0.10 per kilowatt-hour (kWh). Although 
some current offers are approaching that level, they are not yet considered 
favorable for long-term commitment.

Presently, the most competitive offer received is from Dynegy, proposing 
a 16-month term at a rate of $0.1017/kWh. However, energy markets are 
highly dynamic, and pricing can fluctuate daily. The Township’s consultant 
will continue to track these changes and keep the Township informed of any 
favorable developments.

The preferred strategy is to lock in the longest available term at a rate below $0.10/
kWh. If such pricing does not materialize by June 1, the Township’s consultant 
will provide guidance on whether to accept a shorter-term offer slightly above 
that threshold or temporarily pause the program and return participants to the 
utility’s default supply until more favorable market conditions emerge.

Because any market improvements may be brief, the Township is prepared to act 
quickly when a favorable rate becomes available. Timely authorization will be 
essential to secure pricing and allow for the necessary coordination among the 
supplier, utility, and consultant to ensure uninterrupted service when the current 
agreement expires.

Once a new rate and supplier are selected, the Township’s consultant will assist 
the Township in preparing informational materials, including news releases, 
frequently asked questions, and website updates. Notification letters will be 
mailed in July to eligible residents and small businesses outlining the new offer. 
As always, participation is entirely voluntary.  Customers will have twenty (21) 
days to opt out before being automatically enrolled.

Originally approved by voters in November 2010, Jackson Township’s electric 
aggregation program continues to serve as a valuable option for residents 
seeking to better manage their electricity costs. The program includes no early 
termination fees, and participants may leave at any time, for any reason, without 
penalty.

Township residents have two additional options, in addition to Jackson’s 
Aggregation program: first, residents can stay on the default pricing (also known 
as the price to beat, or variable rate) through your utility company.  Alternatively, 
you can choose your own supplier using Apples to Apples offered through the 
Ohio Public Utilities Commission. 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
ELECTRIC AGGREGATION

As we move closer to June, please monitor and familiarize 
yourself with the electric bill and your choices when 

it comes to suppliers. 

2.0.2.6
JACKSON TOWNSHIP

SAFETY VILLAGE

Jackson Safety Village is a cooperative effort between 
the Jackson Township Fire & Police Departments and the 

Jackson Local Schools.

Dates: June 8 - June 11, 2026
Location: Lake Cable Elementary

Address: 5335 Villa Padova Dr. NW
Canton, OH 44718

The hours of Safety Village are from 8:45 a.m. until noon 
daily.

Fire & Police lessons include: 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety, Stranger Danger, Internet Safety, 
Calling 911, Fire Prevention, Two Ways Out, and Crawling 
under Smoke.

Additional lessons taught throughout the week include:  
Personal Hygiene, Wildlife Safety, Bus & Railroad Safety, 
Water/Pool Safety, and Boat Safety.

The lessons are a combination of classroom and hands-
on, giving the children an opportunity to see fire and 
police equipment up-close and to ask questions.  If you 
are interested in enrolling your child, information and 
registration forms are available at the Jackson Township 
Safety Center located at 7383 Fulton Drive NW.

Forms may be picked up beginning Tuesday, April 20, 2026 
and returned by Friday, May 22, 2026 or until full.  
(Sorry, no forms will be mailed.)

The cost for 
Safety Village 

is $30.00 
per child, and it 

is limited to 
120 children.

P R O G R A M  U P D A T E

Safety Village is for children that reside in Jackson Township. 
Children must have completed Kindergarten or First Grade during 

the 2025 – 2026 school year to be eligible to attend.
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PIPE 
COMMITTEE

Jackson Township is a member of the Stark County
Public Involvement and Public Education “PIPE” Committee

The PIPE Committee coordinates the yearly theme that is used for 
public involvement/participation of stormwater management through 
educational programs for residents and school age children. 

2026 THEME 
“From Soil to Sea, Keep It Pollution Free”

No one practice can solve all issues related to stormwater runoff.   
The important thing to remember is that every effort helps!  Any 
practices you follow at home will have a positive impact on water 
quality and will benefit you and the environment.

Look for stormwater educational information on our 
website www.jacksontwp.com.

Don’t Litter, it’s the law! 
And remember “ONLY RAIN 
DOWN THE DRAIN”.



Jackson Township Board of Trustees
5735 Wales Ave. N.W.
Massillon, OH 44646
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CANTON REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Canton Office	 222 Market Ave. N.W.	 330-456-7253
www.cantonchamber.org

PAUL & CAROL DAVID YMCA, JACKSON TWP.
7389 Caritas Circle N.W.	 330-830-6275

JACKSON TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
jackson.historical@gmail.com	

JACKSON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT CORP.
5735 Wales Ave. N.W.	 330-832-7416

JACKSON COMMUNITY BRANCH LIBRARY
(Branch of the Stark County District Library) 	 330-833-1010
7487 Fulton Dr. N.W.	 jackson@starklibrary.org

JACKSON LOCAL SCHOOLS
7602 Fulton Dr. N.W.	 330-830-8000

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES  IN THIS NEWSLETTER
Disclaimer:  Advertisements published in the Jackson Township 
Newsletter in no way constitute an endorsement of a product or service 
by the Jackson Township Board of Trustees.  For information about 
advertising opportunities, please contact Shelby Curlutu at 330-832-7416.

911 HOUSE  NUMBERING 
SECONDS COUNT IN EMERGENCIES.  To aid safety personnel in finding your home, 
residents are encouraged to purchase a 911 House Numbering Sign made of blue 
metal background and large white reflective numbers.  Signs are $20 for pickup 
at Station 2, or $25 to be shipped anywhere in the continental United States, with 

proceeds benefiting the Jackson Township Safety Forces 
Associations.  On-line registration is available under the 
Fire Department section at jacksontwp.com or send this 
form to: 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP STATION 2
8500 Traphagen St. NW, Massillon, Ohio 44646

Name:
Phone:				      
Email:
Address:
City:				              
State:			              Zip:
House Number:
House Number Placement: q Vertical    q Horizontal
q Pickup at Station 2     q Ship to address above

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:	 330-832-7416
Todd J. Hawke	 thawke@jacksontwp.com 
John E. Pizzino	 jpizzino@jacksontwp.com 
Justin B. Hardesty 	 jhardesty@jacksontwp.com

FISCAL OFFICER	 330-832-5886
Kody Gonzalez	 kgonzalez@jacksontwp.com

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Courtney E. Barson	 cbarson@jacksontwp.com

TOWNSHIP HALL:	 5735 WALES AVE. N.W.
Administration:	 330-832-7416 • mvaccaro@jacksontwp.com
Fiscal Office:	 330-832-5886 • kgonzalez@jacksontwp.com
Highway:	 330-832-4016 • rrohn@jacksontwp.com
Legal:		  330-832-2918 • mvaccaro@jacksontwp.com
Parks:		  330-832-2845 • mdanner@jacksontwp.com
Zoning & Planning:	330-832-8023 • jpoindexter@jacksontwp.com

FIRE DEPARTMENT:    7383 FULTON DRIVE N.W.
330-834-3950 • tberczik@jacksontwp.com

POLICE DEPARTMENT:    7383 FULTON DRIVE N.W.
330-834-3960 • chiefbrink@jtpd.com
Fire, Police or Medical Emergency	 911

TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY...
www.jacksontwp.com
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